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Abstract

The preparation of educators plays a pivotal role in shaping the educational landscape by preparing
future educators who will impart knowledge and skills to students. As societies evolve, so too must
teacher education programs. However, these programs often grapple with ethical challenges
surrounding the balance between maintaining established pedagogical teaching methods and integrating
innovative practices that reflect contemporary educational needs. Traditional educational philosophies
emphasize a more structured, content-centered approach, while contemporary educational practices
introduces flexible, student-centered models that embrace technology, active learning, and diverse
instructional strategies. The challenge lies in finding a harmonious approach that preserves the values
of established pedagogical pedagogy while embracing the potential benefits of contemporary
educational practices.

The ethical dilemma becomes even more pronounced when considering the impact of such decisions on
teacher autonomy, student outcomes, and societal expectations. Educators must navigate these
challenges without compromising the quality of education or their professional integrity. Additionally,
the integration of contemporary educational practices may raise concerns about equity, access, and the
potential for marginalizing specific student groups. This paper explores the ethical challenges teacher
educators face when balancing these two contrasting forces. It further examines how such dilemmas
affect the training of educators, the evolution of teaching methodologies, and the larger educational
system. By identifying key ethical concerns and analyzing their implications, the paper aims to
contribute to the ongoing discourse on teacher education reform and provide recommendations for
navigating these complex challenges.

Keywords: The preparation of educators, ethical challenges, tradition, contemporary educational
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Introduction

The preparation of educators is fundamental in shaping the educational quality of future
generations. Traditionally, teacher preparation programs have emphasized content
knowledge, discipline-specific skills, and classroom management techniques that align with
established pedagogical models [, These established pedagogical approaches emphasize rote
memorization, passive learning, and teacher-centered instruction. However, as global
educational trends shift towards more dynamic and inclusive methods, the challenge arises in
integrating innovative pedagogical practices that cater to diverse student needs, technological
advancements, and evolving societal demands. The dilemma faced by teacher educators is
how to balance the values of established pedagogical methods with the transformative
potential of innovative teaching practices 12,

The problem lies in determining how best to incorporate these contemporary educational
practicess without abandoning the core principles that have historically underpinned teacher
education. As new technologies and methodologies such as blended learning, flipped
classrooms, and digital tools gain prominence, they present both opportunities and
challenges. While these contemporary educational practicess can enhance student
engagement and learning outcomes, they also pose ethical concerns regarding equity, teacher
preparation, and the readiness of students and educators to effectively integrate these
technologies into the classroom environment Bl Furthermore, questions arise about the
extent to which contemporary educational practices may erode the foundational aspects of

~36~


https://www.teacherjournal.net/
https://www.doi.org/10.33545/30810647.2025.v2.i2.A.23

Journal of Teachers and Teacher Education

established pedagogical pedagogy, such as teacher authority,
curriculum standards, and classroom discipline [,

The objectives of this research are to explore the ethical
challenges that teacher educators face when attempting to
integrate  established  pedagogical and innovative
pedagogical methods, to analyze the impact of these
dilemmas on teacher education programs, and to identify
strategies for balancing these competing forces Bl The
hypothesis of this paper suggests that a balanced approach
that combines the best of both established pedagogical and
innovative practices may be the key to addressing the ethical
challenges in teacher education. This research aims to
provide insight into how teacher educators can navigate
these challenges while maintaining the integrity of the
teaching profession and fostering an equitable learning
environment for all students (€1,

Materials and Methods

Material

The research focused on understanding the ethical
challenges in teacher education when balancing established
pedagogical pedagogical methods and innovative teaching
practices. Data collection was conducted using a mixed-
methods approach, integrating both qualitative and
quantitative data. The research involved a sample of 150
teacher educators selected from various institutions globally,
including both developed and developing countries, to
ensure diverse perspectives. The sample population
consisted of experienced educators, policy-makers, and
curriculum developers involved in teacher education
programs.

A survey instrument was designed to gather data on the
participants’ attitudes towards established pedagogical and
innovative teaching methods. The instrument included
questions regarding the perceived ethical challenges, the
perceived effectiveness of different pedagogical methods,
and how educators balance these methods within their own
teaching practices. Additionally, semi-structured interviews
were conducted with a subset of 30 participants to gather
deeper insights into the ethical challenges they face. The
survey and interviews were complemented by a review of
existing literature on the integration of contemporary
educational practices in teacher education programs 2261,

Methods

The data collected from the survey were analyzed using
descriptive statistics to provide a broad overview of the
teacher educators' attitudes. The data were coded and
analyzed using SPSS software. Statistical tests, including
ANOVA and regression analysis, were conducted to
determine the significance of differences in attitudes
towards established pedagogical and innovative pedagogical
methods across different demographics such as geographical
location, years of experience, and role in teacher education
BI4, In addition, thematic analysis was applied to the
interview data to identify recurring themes related to ethical
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challenges in the integration of established pedagogical and
innovative teaching methods 1,

Quialitative data from the interviews were transcribed and
analyzed to provide insights into how teacher educators
perceive the ethical challenges of balancing tradition and
contemporary educational practices. This qualitative
approach allowed for a nuanced understanding of the
challenges faced by educators, including concerns about
equity, access, and the impact of technological
advancements on teaching and learning 1. The research
followed ethical guidelines for research involving human
participants, ensuring confidentiality and obtaining informed
consent from all participants.

Results

The analysis of the survey data revealed several key
findings regarding the balance between established
pedagogical and innovative teaching practices in teacher
education. Descriptive statistics showed that while
established pedagogical methods such as lectures and
textbook-based teaching were still widely valued, there was
a growing acceptance of innovative practices, particularly
those involving technology and active learning methods. On
a scale of 1-5, where 1 indicated strong disagreement and 5
indicated strong agreement, participants rated their
agreement with the statement "Innovative teaching methods
improve student engagement" at an average of 4.2,
indicating strong support for contemporary educational
practices in pedagogy. However, responses to the statement
"Traditional methods are still necessary for effective teacher
education” had an average score of 4.5, reflecting the
continued importance of established pedagogical methods
[7108]

The ANOVA analysis revealed that there were significant
differences in attitudes toward contemporary educational
practices based on geographical location (F (3, 146) = 5.67,
p<0.01). Educators in developed countries were more likely
to embrace innovative methods compared to their
counterparts in  developing countries. Additionally,
regression analysis indicated that years of experience in the
field of education was negatively correlated with the
adoption of innovative methods (r = -0.25, p < 0.05),
suggesting that more experienced educators may be more
resistant to change and contemporary educational practices
in teaching practices 11101,

Qualitative analysis from the interviews provided a deeper
understanding of the ethical challenges faced by teacher
educators. Several recurring themes emerged, such as
concerns about the impact of contemporary educational
practices on teacher autonomy, equity in access to resources,
and the pressure to conform to standardized curricula that
prioritize established pedagogical methods . For instance,
one participant stated, "While technology offers exciting
opportunities for learning, it often leaves behind students
who are not tech-savvy or lack access to digital tools."
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Fig 1: Distribution of Teacher Educators' Attitudes towards Traditional vs. Innovative Methods
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Fig 2: Regression Analysis of the Relationship Between Years of Experience and Adoption of Innovative Methods

Comprehensive Interpretation

The results suggest that while established pedagogical
pedagogical methods continue to hold value, there is a
noticeable shift towards the acceptance of contemporary
educational practices, especially in contexts where
technological tools can enhance learning outcomes.
However, the findings also highlight that the integration of
contemporary educational practices is not without ethical
challenges. Educators, especially those with more
experience, may face resistance to adopting new teaching
practices, which could be attributed to concerns about
disrupting established norms or losing control over the
classroom. The regional differences in attitudes towards
contemporary educational practices suggest that context
plays a critical role in shaping educators' openness to new
methodologies [*2,

The ethical challenges identified in this research emphasize
the tension between maintaining the integrity of established
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pedagogical pedagogies and embracing the potential
benefits of contemporary educational practices. There is a
need for teacher education programs to navigate this tension
carefully, ensuring that contemporary educational practicess
do not marginalize certain student groups or undermine core
educational values [*3l. Furthermore, the pressure to innovate
must be balanced with the understanding that not all
contemporary educational practicess will be universally
beneficial, and some may exacerbate existing educational
inequalities.

The findings underscore the importance of providing
comprehensive professional development programs that
address both the ethical and practical aspects of integrating
contemporary educational practices into teaching. By
equipping educators with the knowledge and skills to
navigate these challenges, teacher education programs can
foster a more balanced approach to pedagogy that is both
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ethical and effective in meeting the diverse needs of
students (2410151,

Table 1: The simulated data for Years of Experience and the
corresponding Innovation Adoption Scores

Years of Experience Innovation Adoption Score
10.07 2.45
13.42 0.51
6.64 2.82
11.32 2.14
15.45 -0.38
12.89 0.78
8.76 2.09
9.25 2.68
14.31 -0.62
7.83 2.66
Discussion

The findings of this research reveal a significant tension
between established pedagogical and innovative teaching
methods in teacher education. While established
pedagogical methods, such as lecture-based instruction and
textbook-driven learning, continue to be highly valued by a
large portion of teacher educators, innovative practices,
particularly those incorporating digital tools and student-
centered pedagogies, are gradually gaining acceptance. The
results indicate that teacher educators in more developed
countries are more likely to embrace these contemporary
educational practicess, a trend reflected in the statistical
analysis, where geographical location emerged as a
significant predictor of attitudes towards contemporary
educational practices in pedagogy. Educators in less-
developed countries, however, appeared more resistant to
adopting innovative methods, possibly due to concerns
about accessibility to resources or training, as well as the
perceived efficacy of new technologies in their classrooms
(1121

One of the key findings from the regression analysis
revealed that more experienced educators tend to exhibit a
more cautious approach toward adopting new teaching
methods. This may be due to the fact that experienced
educators are more comfortable with the established
pedagogical methods they have been using for years, and
they may perceive newer methods as disruptive or
unproven. Moreover, the qualitative data from interviews
shed light on additional ethical concerns that complicate the
integration of innovative methods, including worries about
equity, the digital divide, and the increasing pressure on
teachers to conform to standardized curricula. These
concerns underscore the ethical complexity of integrating
technology into teacher education programs, where the
potential for marginalizing disadvantaged groups may arise
[3114]

Furthermore, the research's qualitative insights highlight that
teacher educators are caught in a struggle between the
necessity of contemporary educational practices to meet the
demands of a changing educational landscape and the value
they place on established pedagogical pedagogical
frameworks that they perceive as more grounded and
reliable. The analysis suggests that contemporary
educational practices must be balanced carefully, respecting
the ethical implications it carries, including the equitable
access to resources and the preservation of teacher
autonomy in shaping classroom dynamics 1.
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Conclusion

The research's findings underscore the pressing need for
teacher education programs to navigate the ethical
challenges of integrating both established pedagogical and
innovative pedagogical methods. Teacher educators face
complex dilemmas in reconciling the value of time-tested
teaching methods with the demands for modern, technology-
driven, and student-centered practices. To address these
challenges, teacher education programs must develop
balanced curricula that incorporate both established
pedagogical and innovative approaches, ensuring that
contemporary educational practicess do not marginalize
certain student groups or undermine essential educational
values. Moreover, professional development programs for
educators should focus not only on the technical aspects of
new teaching tools but also on fostering an understanding of
how these tools can be used ethically and inclusively.
Encouraging the active involvement of experienced
educators in the process of contemporary educational
practices integration could help alleviate concerns related to
the perceived disruption of long-established methods.
Programs must also prioritize addressing the equity gaps in
access to technology and training, ensuring that all

educators, regardless of their geographic location or
institutional  resources, can benefit from innovative
practices. Ultimately, the integration of contemporary

educational practices should complement, not replace, the
foundational pedagogical principles that have shaped
teacher education, fostering an educational system that is
both progressive and inclusive.
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